60

Chapter 4:
Landscape
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4.

LANDSCAPE

4.1

The Landscape Overview prepared by Martin Woolley Landscape Architects (MWLA) is a
separate companion report to the Oldham Mills Strategy. It sets out the landscape context
and assesses the value and contribution that the remaining textile mills make in defining the
distinctive character of Oldham.

View Across Oldham

4.2

The overview broadly follows the spirit of the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment – Third Edition (GLVIA3), and uses GIS mapping to show the location and
distribution of the remaining mills compared to those present in 1907, and goes on to
describe the Oldham landscape character through reference to geology and landform;
national and local landscape character areas and their relative sensitivity; designated
Conservation Areas and the extent of existing Green Belt.

4.3

The overview studies the contribution existing mills make to Oldham’s landscape character
by considering the effects on physical character, quality of the landscape, and the change to
views if an existing mill, or group of mills, were no longer present in the landscape. ‘Reverse
montage’ techniques show how different views of existing mills could irreversibly change
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Oldham’s landscape character if a particular mill or group of mills were demolished or
significantly altered to the extent that the original mill character is permanently lost.

Figure 4.1: Reverse Montage (Regent Mill)

4.4

The landscape value assigned to each mill is objectively assessed and includes a degree of
subjective professional judgement. The assessment takes account of overall scale and form,
the presence of mill chimneys and water towers; the extent and rhythm of windows, building
fenestration, colour and texture; and the proximity to Conservation Areas and the Green Belt.
The nature of views from public viewpoints is assessed and considers the extent and degree
of inter-visibility between mills, the significance of groups of mills, and their overall
importance in contributing to the distinctive landscape character of Oldham.

4.5

The report findings show there are 14 Listed mills in Oldham, 10 occurring in areas of ‘Low’
landscape sensitivity; 21 converted mills predominantly in ‘Moderate-High’ and ‘High’ areas
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of landscape sensitivity; and 8 mills have been recently demolished in predominantly ‘Low’
landscape sensitivity areas. Of the mills assessed, 36 are considered to be of ‘High’ value to
Oldham’s landscape character, with 21 mills of ‘Medium’ value, and 19 mills of ‘Low’ value.

4.6

The Landscape Overview concludes that many of the remaining mills occur in clusters that
provide a unique landscape characteristic and give Oldham an exceptionally strong sense of
place. The remaining mill clusters that occur mainly in ‘Low’ landscape sensitivity areas as
defined by the Greater Manchester Landscape Character & Sensitivity Assessment (2018)
are considered to be of potentially national significance, since they represent the pinnacle of
the UK cotton spinning industry and should be regarded as perhaps a valuable asset for this
and future generations marking Oldham’s place in history.

