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Why ELG Heritage ?
The planning system is complex and development affecting the historic environment is a particular challenge, but not 
at ELG.  We have vast experience of heritage projects, from new development within historic settings to alterations to 
Grade I listed buildings.  

Our heritage team is led by Fiona Bage who has significant experience working as a Conservation Officer within local 
authorities and understands the planning process from the decision maker’s perspective.   She is also commercially 
minded, which gives ELG the edge when advising clients on what developments will be acceptable, reducing lengthy 
negotiations and saving clients money.

ELG is a well established town planning practice that has been assisting clients in the private and public sectors for 
over 20 years.  We have a strong team of Chartered Town Planners and an in-house heritage team.  All of our Planners 
are members of the Royal Town Planning Institute and our heritage specialist is also a full member of the Institute of 
Historic Buildings & Conservation (IHBC).

By looking at the bigger picture and considering heritage alongside other planning matters, ELG can provide the right 
support at each stage of the planning process, which is something not many of our competitors can offer.  Our aim is 
to provide honest and professional advice based on an understanding of the clients needs.  We achieve this through:

Regional insights
Our significant knowledge and understanding of heritage assets in the north of the country means we’re well placed 
to advise on any aspect of their development.  Our team have great working relationships with local authority 
conservation staff and Historic England Inspectors as well as others with specialist heritage expertise
Experience
Our heritage team work on all aspects of development within the historic environment supported by a team of very 
experienced planners.
In-depth consultation
We pride ourselves on understanding the client’s needs and tailoring our approach to save time and money.

At ELG Heritage we want to make the application process simple, we aim to guide clients on their proposals so that the 
planning process runs smoothly and efficiently.  We know what works and we want to help you to achieve your scheme.
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GIRLINGTON HALL, OVINGTON

Girlington Hall is a Grade II* former manor house dating from the 15th century.  Detailed research and survey work 

was undertaken to establish the historic evolution of the manor house and its subsequent alterations over time.  This 

assessment helped inform the Architect’s and client’s designs for its alteration, upgrading and extension without causing 

harm to its significance.  We liaised with the local Conservation Officer, Historic England and dendrochronology specialists 

to produce a heritage statement to support the applications for listed building consent and planning permission.
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Wynyard Hall

ELG Planning act for Cameron Hall Developments Ltd promoting their land interests at the historic Wynyard Estate on 

Teesside. 

This has included the preparation and submission of  planning applications for a large scale extension to Wynyard Village 

to include up to 634 new homes, a primary school, retail units and community facilities. The proposals will provide the 

additional housing and facilities needed to enhance the sustainability of Wynyard Village and deliver much needed 

executive housing in the Tees Valley. 

The project was a multi- disciplinary challenge requiring an experienced team of professional consultants. In this 

instance planners, heritage architects, chartered surveyors, environmental consultants and a regional builder were 

involved in delivering the project. ELG were the planning practice commissioned by the land owner and were responsible 

for bringing the partners together and co- ordinating the planning and listed building consent applications. Early 

dialogue with the Council, setting out the Wynyard Estate Masterplan, planning and conservation issues and mitigation  

strategies together with the overall commercial objectives helped secure a smooth passage for the scheme through the 

development control process. 

ELG Planning also secured planning consent for a flagship visitor attraction in on historic park and garden at Wynyard 

Hall. Wynyard Gardens has quickly become an important part of the Tees Valley visitor economy complementing the 

other tourist attractions in the area. 

The scheme was awarded the RTPI North East Award for planning excellence.
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Chocolate Works, York

The former Terry’s Chocolate site forms an integral part of the conservation area. The character and appearance of this 

part of the conservation area is largely determined by the layout, scale and qualities of the early buildings of the factory.

The early buildings of the complex were all designed on a large scale, in particular the five-storey factory. These buildings

are all in a baroque revival style, with external walls of red brick and extensive use of ashlar sandstone dressings. 

The principal buildings in this part of the conservation area (the head office, time office, five-storey factory, boiler and 

transformer house, clock tower, and liquor store). The scheme required a suitable heritage response to ensure that the 

layout of the new development retained the character of the original function of the site.

ELG has acted as planning consultant to Henry Boot securing the initial mixed use consent and advising on the 

subsequent applications for individual elements of the overall project. 

Henry Boot Developments Ltd has won a ‘Game Changer Award’ at the recent 2016 Yorkshire Property Awards for its 

redevelopment of the former listed Chocolate Works factory buildings on the Terry’s site in York.  Henry Boot is acting 

as lead developer alongside specialist developers PJ Livesey and Springfield Health. 
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Terry’s Chocolate Factory, York



Tower Works, Leeds

ELG Planning assisted Carillion (Maple Oak) Ltd in achieving preferred bidder status from the Homes & Communities 

Agency (HCA) through a competitive bid process with planning carrying a crucial pass/fail criteria. Having been awarded 

the project, ELG have worked closely with Jestico & Whiles Architects to help deliver a scheme which addresses the 

numerous complex planning issues. The site contains a number of listed buildings (Grade II & II*) and forms an integral 

part of the Holbeck conservation area. In addition to heritage issues, the design team needed to deal with considerable 

technical constraints. Crucially a balance was needed to deliver a scheme which was appropriate in the context of the 

many planning constraints but also economically viable to allow the development to proceed, as previous schemes had 

previously failed to materialise. 

Planning permission was granted unanimously at City Plans Panel in February 2016. Listed building consent and change 

ofuse of the Engine Building followed shortly after. 
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THE FLEECE, RICHMOND

Is a grade II listed, Victorian public house in the historic market town of Richmond which closed several years ago and 

has stood empty ever since.  Our role was to consider the historic significance of the listed building and to advise the 

Architect and client on suitable alterations for conversion. 

The building dates to 1897 and was designed by north east Architect George Gordon Hoskins.  The Fleece is a large brick 

and terracotta structure within a setting of much simpler 18th century buildings of local stone.

The proposal sought to bring back a profitable town centre business which would contribute to the sense of place 

and vibrancy of the area.  The proposal included a boutique hotel with public bar and ten letting rooms as well as 

three apartments to the first, second and third floors and three independent mews cottages within the rear courtyard.  

Our involvement helped to inform the alterations and justify the proposals to the local authority.  The application was 

approved and the works are underway.

H e r i t a g e



THORNLEY HALL FARMHOUSE, DURHAM

Thornley Hall Farmhouse is a grade II listed building on an historic pilgrimage route between Durham and Hartlepool.  

The house had sat empty for many years and we provided planning and heritage support to bring the building back into 

use as a working farmhouse.  

Research and survey work was undertaken to establish the historic form of the building and its past owners and 

associated alterations.  This work helped inform the design of new works, which included internal alterations and 

replacement windows, as well as the installation of biomass heating.   

Traditional repair methods were incorporated to bring this house back to its former glory, whilst maintaining its special 

interest as a nationally significant building.  We coordinated the application process and the production of plans to 

provide a valuable, trouble free service to the client.
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Fletton Quays is a £120 million development  situated on 20 acres of prime riverfront and on Peterborough’s 

South Bank.

The site contains significant technical constraints including ecology, TPO’s, flood risk and highways issues. Sight 

lines to and from the Cathedral were carefully worked into the scheme, with in-depth consultation with the 

Conservation Officers

The program for Fletton Quays includes:

• Conversion of a Grade II listed former Victorian railway building into office accommodation and the addition of a new 

Category A office building creating 175,000 sq ft of office space, which includes new offices for Peterborough City 

Council. 

• Five multi-storey apartment blocks containing over 300 high quality homes with views across the River Nene.

• A 160-bed hotel with bar and restaurant.

• PRS Apartment scheme

• 412 space multi-storey car park.

The project is spearheaded by Peterborough Investment Partnership (PIP), a joint venture between Peterborough 

City Council and the Lucent Strategic Land Fund. Fletton Quays was one of the first, of a number of regeneration 

projects planned for the coming years.

The scheme won two RTPI  award nominations and planning awards in 2018 and 2019. 

Fletton Quays, Peterborough 





HERITAGE INPUT TO THE PLANNING PROCESS

National policy states that any application affecting a heritage asset needs to include an assessment of the significance 

of the asset and its setting. This statement should also consider the impact of the proposed development on that 

significance.

A heritage statement is required for any application which would affect a heritage asset or its setting.  A heritage asset 

includes listed buildings; unlisted buildings in conservation areas; designated sites; and buildings identified as a Non-

Designated Heritage Assets.

The level of information required should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to 

understand the potential impact of the proposal on the significance of the asset.  Therefore, a minor application for a 

replacement window is likely to require less information than a proposal to fully refurbish and extend a listed building.

Applicants are expected to assess and justify the likely impact of their proposals on the special interest of the heritage 

asset in question and to provide such written information and/or drawings as may be required to understand the 

significance of the asset.

ELG Heritage can provide this assessment and advise you on how your proposal will impact upon the significance of 

the heritage asset involved.  Understanding significance should be a key consideration in the design process and will be 

essential in the planning decision making process.



Fiona Bage
Heritage Consultant
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55 Coniscliffe Road
Darlington
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